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Cnsisrran FRIENDS, 


Ir hath bn your e to 


be placed by the good Providence of God 


under Paſtors eminently diſtinguiſhed, both by 


talents and fidelity. The names of BRaDb BURY 
and WIxTER, to mention no more, will long 
be remembered, with no ſmall degree of 
honour, in our Churches. With ſolemnity 
and energy they ſpake to you the Word of 


\ 


Life while living, and being dead, they yet 


| ſpeak. We ſincerely ſympathize with you 
under your recent loſs. We have attempted 
to aſſiſt. you in the improvement of it; and in 
compliance with your requeſt, beg leave to 
preſent you with the ſubſtance of what you 


have 55 


W 
have already heard, at the grave, and from 
dhe pulpit of your deceaſed Paſtor; earneſtly 
entreating the great Head of the Church, that 
he will render it conducive to your ſpiritual | 
advantage; that you may continue ſtedfaſt in 
the faith, united in love, and be bleſſed with 
all ſpiritual bleſſings in heavenly things in 
Chriſt Jeſus, is ths e prayer ve ©; 2) 
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FOR I AM IN A STRAIT BETWIXT TWO, HAVING A/DE» | 


8IRE TO DEPART, AND TO BE- WITH CHRIST, WHICH 
1$ FAK BETTER, N 


1 Aan among you at this ritive upon a very 
ſolemn occaſion It hath - pleaſed the great 
head of the church, who is the ſovereign Lord of 
all, to call home to himſelf my very dear friend, 
and the much eſteemed paſtor of the church aſ- 
ſembling in this place, to whom he was a faith- 
ful miniſter of Chriſt. I am perſuaded there are 
many real mourners upon this occafion, many 
who cannot help lamenting the loſs of ſuch a 
miniſter ; nor does religion forbid our mourning, 


for Jeſus himſelf wept at the death of his friend 


Lazarus; but it ſerves to reſtrain our grief, to 
keep it within proper bounds, and I may ſay to 

direct it into a proper channel. Bleſſed be God 
we have no cauſe to mourn for our deceaſed 
e rather to rejoice that he is gone to his 
, Wt heavenly | 


% 


x. 


= al Father and to his beloved Jeſus ; al- 
though when we reflect on the loſs to ourſel ves 
and to the world by the departure of ſuch a 
man, it may, it will neceſſarily cauſe grief, and 
we may pour out our complaint before God, 
not murmuring, but humbly entreating him to 
ſupport us under, and to teach us to profit by, 
the diſpenſation. _ 

In the laſt. viſit I 8 my good friend juſt 
before his death, when J ſhook hands, and aſked 


him how he did, he: replied,” I am near my 


* home.” To which I anſwered, © and a blefſed 
* home it is indeed!” Tes,“ faid he, to 


e be with Chriſt is far better than being here. 


1 deſire to depart that I may be with him, 


« not ſo much to be delivered from pain and 


cc trouble, for 1 don” T mind that, as from ſin.” 


And though he did not mention it to me, yet 


it ſeems he expreſſed i it as his wiſh, that I ſhould 
preach his Funeral, Sermon, and preach from 
theſe words, Having a deſire to depart, and. to 


« be with Chriſt, which is far better.” 


The words were originally the words of the | 


| great apoſtle Paul. I have often; thought, what 


an happy man he was, one of the happieſt that 
ever lived in this world; for his heart was. ſo 
much. above the world, and he, was ſo entirely 


devoted to Chriſt and ſo exceeding happy in a 


nk of his love, that he was eaſy and contented 


. 1 however 


RN. | 3 5 
| hats things went with him as to the preſent 
life: © he had learned, in whatſoever ſtate he 
ec was, therewith to be content;“ and all he cared - 
for was (as he expreſſes it in the context) ** that 
*« Chriſt might be magnified in his body, whe- 
ee ther it was by life or by death.” on: 
In the text we find him in a ſtrait, but-it was Bok 
a pleaſing kind of ſtrait, not betwixt two evils 
but between two goods, - viz: living to Chriſt 
here, or being with Chriſt hereafter. . The. caſe 
was this, ſuppoſing the Lord had left, it to his 
choice, he did not know what tochooſe, whether 
to live or to die; becauſe on the one hand, if he 
lived, that would afford him an opportunity of 
doing ſomething farther for the honour of his 
bleſſed maſter, and the good of his people. On 
the other hand, if he died, that would be great 
gain to himſelf, becauſe he ſhould go to be with 
_ Chriſt, which would be far better than ſtaying 
here. Betwixt theſe two he was in a ſtrait, in a 


difficulty. However, at length he came to this 


_ reſolution, to prefer a regard to the intereſt, of 
_ Chriſt and the good of the church to his own 
intereſt and happineſs, and therefore would chear- 
fully ſtay as long as the Lord ſhould ſee fit. We 
have his determination immediately after the 
tet. Nevertheleſs to abide in the fleſn is 
q more \needful for you. And having this confi- 

OT £200 dence, 
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«+ dence; I know that I ſhall abide and continue 


— 


« with you all, for your furtherance and joy of 


„ faith : that your rejoicing may be more abun- 


*.dant in Jeſus Chriſt for me, by my coming to 
© you again.” What a noble ſpirit did the 


apoſtle here diſcover! What a piece of great 


felf-denial did he exerciſe ! He had no doubt 
of his going to heaven, if he died; and he knew 


very well, that if he lived, he ſhould meet with 
great oppoſition, great difficulties and trials in 


his miniſterial courſe; yet if he could but ſerve 


5 the cauſe of his Redeemer and promote the ſal- 


vation of ſouls, he was willing to continue. Thus, 
I fay, he diſcovered a moſt excellent ſpirit, a ſelf 
denying ſpirit, and a ſpirit of great love to his | 
Maſter and to the ſouls of men, 

I am in a ftrait betwixt two, having a de- 
« fire to depart and to be with Chrift, which is 
far better.” The object of his defire was two- 
fold. He defired to depart, that is, he wiſhed 
to leave this world, to quit the preſent ſtate of 
things, that he might go to another ſtate and 


world: This, I would ſay, was the firſt part of 
what he deſired. The other part follows; he de- 


fired alſo to be with Cbrif. The greek word 


arab fignifies to return, and is uſed for a per- 


ſon's returning home in Luke xii. 36. Let 
e your loins be girded about, ſays Jeſus to his 


„ 


| „ 4 

Aiſciples, * and your lights burning, and ye your- 
_ « ſelves like unto men that wait for their Lord 
« when he will return from the wedding, that 
« when he cometh and knocketh they may open 


* to him immediately.” | Accordingly the word 


conveys this pleaſing idea, of St. Paul's return- 
ing home: he did not | confider himſelf as at 


home here, but as at a diſtance, and wanted 'to ; 


return. This word is uſed likewiſe for a/loofing 
of anchor; and in this ſenſe this bleſſed man 


wanted to weigh anchor, to quit theſe mortal 


ſhores, and to ſet ſail for that happy world, where 
he ſhould behold Chriſt in his glory, and be 
unſpeakably happy with him. 


From the text we take up this bit ede 
That it is the faith or perſuaſion of true believers, 
that it is far better to be with Chriſt than to be 


here, and therefore they have a deſire to e 
that they may be with him. 
In illuſtrating this great ſubject, I ſhall 
1 Offer ſome conſiderations to ſhow, that 
to be with Chriſt is far better than being here. 


11. How true believers have a deſire to depart,” 
that they may be with him. 


1ſt, I would ſhow you, why it is far better to 
be with Chriſt than to be here.—Par better, ſays 1 


our tranſlation, but the expreſſion in the origi- 
nal language is much ſtronger; literally rendered, 
it would be, much more better: better, much 

RY e ; better, 
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: better, much- more better *. When the apoſtle 


would expreſs his mind upon this great ſubject, 
language ſeems to fail him; he muſt go out of 
the common mode of ſpeaking, and therefore 


ſays, not only much better, but much more better, 


adding one comparative to another, to ſignify, 
that it is ſo much better to be with Chriſt, 
that he was not able fully to expreſs it. And 
indeed this apoſtle in another epiſtle informs us, 
under the guidance of the Holy Spirit, that the 
difference is beyond expreſſion and beyond con- 
ception: His words are, “eye hath not ſeen, 
« nor car heard, neither have entered into the 
« heart of man, the things which God hath pre- 


« pared for them that love him.” 1 Cor. ii. 9. 


Now conſfider—1ft,- To be with Chriſt is-far 


better, becauſe heaven is a much better place 
than earth.—l think the Scripture leads us to 


conceive of heaven, not merely as a ſtate, but 


alſo as a place; and ſo glorious, that there is 


none like it, none in this world to be compared 
with it. When our Lord was about leaving his 


diſciples, he told them that he was going to his 


95 Home pANNEY up multo magis melius. Dr. Doddridge 


obſerves, the orignal phraſe is ſo very emphatical, that I cannot 


tranſlate it literally, and I know not how better to imitate the 


ſenſe, than by rendering it, better beyond all expreſſion : for indeed 
the apoſtle ſeems to labour for expreſſion here, as —_— as in * 


222 of his A 
farher's 
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IF 5 
father's houſe, and that in his father's houſe were 
many manſions, and he would come again and 
receive them to himſelf, that where he was; 
there they might be alſo. (John xiv. 2, 3.) In 
Acts iii. 21; it is ſaid of our bleſſed Lord; * that. 
% heaven muſt receive him until the times of 
« the! reſtitution of all things.” And when 
our Apoſtle, that extraordinary man, was favoured 
with that uncommon. viſion or ecſtacy which he 
mentions in 2 Cor. 12th chap. at which time he 
did not know whether he was in the body or 
out of the body, he ſays upon it, that he was 
e caught up to the third heaven, which he ex- 
pPreſſes alſo by his being caught up to. Paradiſe, 
„ and he heard unſpeakable words which it is 
not lawful for a man to utter.” Thus the 
divine word ſpeaks of heaven as a place, and 
alſo deſcribes it; as a place of incomparable 
excellency and glory. It borrows every thing 
that is grand upon earth to raiſe our ideas of the 
excellency of heaven, yet takes care to let us 
know, that all falls vaſtly ſhort of the heavenly 
glory. Is it a houſe? It is the houſe of God, 
the ſeat of his reſidence and glory. Is it a city? 
It is a city which | hath foundations, whoſe 
builder and maker is God. Is it a country? 
It is a better country, that is an heavenly. Is it 
a kingdom? It is a kingdom which cannot 
be moved. the everlaſting kingdom of our Lord 
ety I | and 


EY). 


and Saviour Jeſus Chriſt. It may, ſuffice for us 
to contemplate theſe expreſſions, that heaven is 
the habitation: of God's holineſs and glory; and 
that heaven is his throne, and this earth is his 
_ footſtool. Ifaiah Ixvi. 1. Now what is a foot. 
| Nool to a throne? Suppoſing the footſtool to 
| have ſome glory, yet the glory of the throne 
muſt be vaſtly ſuperior. There is doubtleſs a 
ſtriking diſplay of the glory of God in this 
world; for the heavens declare his glory, and 
<« the firmament ſheweth forth his handy work.“ 
There is a glorious manifeſtation of his infinite 
perfections in the works of creation, providence - 
and grace. Yet the glory of the throne is much 
beyond all this; but what it is, we ſhall never 
know until we come to behold it. 
4. It is far better to be with Chriſt, becauſe 
there is better company in heaven than upon 
earth.—It is certain, that this world abounds 
with' bad- company, but there will be none_in 
| heaven; nothing that defileth ſhall enter that 
holy place ; none but the pure in heart will be 
bleſſed with a ſight of God. The Lord's people 


are now mingled with the men of the world, 


and even though they endeavour to keep ſepa- 
rate from them, as much as they well can, yet 
it is impoſſible to be wholly ſeparate; for if they 
would have no communication with them, they 
muſt needs go out of whe world. And whilft 
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the 1 are thus connected with the ungodly, 5 


there is great danger of their being hürt by their 
vain converſation and ſinful practices. In this | 
evil world, it is no eaſy matter for travellers to 
Sion to keep their garments clean, or to keep 

themſelves unſpotted from the world. I am 

ſure there is need of much watchſulneſs and 
Prayer, that we ma) not be hurt in, qur —— a 


either by the men of the world or the things of 


the world. And even as to the people: of God, 
although theſe are the excellent of the earth, and 
this is the beſt company we can find among men; yl 
and although it is frequently very. edifying, and 


comfortable to be with them, in ſocial worſhip - 


or private converſation; yet there is ſo. much _ 
ſinful imperfection attending good men in this 
Vorld, that it is a great alloy to the pleaſure and On 
comfort they might otherwiſe. enjoy in one an- 

other's company. But in heaven we ſhall have 
the beſt company, that of holy angels and of juft 5 
men made perfect, with the bliſsful preſence of: 
God and of the Lamb. There the wicked Will 15 


ceaſe from troubling, and there the weaty will be ht 5 
at reſt. Tbere we ſhall have the company of 


Abraham, Iſaac, and Jacob, of all the holy pro- 
phets and apoſtles, of all the bleſſed martyts who _ 
have died for Chriſt, yea an innumerable multi- 


tude of holy and happy ſouls. In all this ſociety: 
ages will be nin uncorafortable, nothing 
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Fan jarring or diſcord, no contention, | 

except contending who Thall praiſe God moſt. 
T- cannot forbear mentioning another pleaſing 
thought, that we ſhall meet our godly relatives 

and friends, who were moſt dear to us upon 
earth! Huſbands and wives, parents and chil- 
dren, tminiſters and people, who were united to 
Chriſt in this world, will have a moſt joyful 
meeting never to part more. Delightful __ 


f indulge it, and try to profit by it. 


3. It is far better to be with Chriſt, becauſe 


2 there will be a total freedom from evil. There 
is a vaſt deal of fin and miſery i in this world; and 


it is very grievous to pious ſouls to behold this, 
even in others. Their hearts are often pained to 
ſee, how God is di ſhonoured, his name blaſ- 


Phemed, his ſabbaths profaned, his word and 
ordinances neglected and deſpiſed; and men run- 


ning on in the road to everlaſting deſtruction. 


Thus Lot's righteous ſoul was vexed with the 


filthy'converſation of the Sodomites; and David 


could fay; 1 beheld tranſgreffors and was 


« grieved; yea, * rivers. of waters run down 


mine eyes becauſe rg . not el _ ” 


Pfal.' cxix. 136. 158. - 


Alt is à farther grief to a 00S a to the wg 


miſery that is in the world. Sin has brought 
death and an abundance of miſeries upon mankind, 
* it will! ſometimes make: our hearts ache to ſee 
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What calamities our fellow creatures are enduring. 
But beſides all this, God's children have a large 
ſhare of evil on themſelves. There is indwell- 
ing ſin, which is a great burden to us, if we are 
born of Gpd: we groan under it, and long to 
be ſet free, yet cannot obtain deliverance during 
dur ſtay upon earth. But whenever we lay down 
ttzhe body of fleſh, we ſhall get rid of the body of 
iin and death. As fin brought death into the : 


World, ſo death will carry out fin to all the 


godly in Chriſt Jeſus. Then they will behold 

God's face in righteouſneſs, and will be ſatiſ- 
fed with his likeneſs. O this will be a bleſſed 
change, to find all ſin done away, and the ſoul 


to be filled with love to God, as full as it can ö 


hold! and no ſooner ſhall; we have done with 
ſin, but we ſhall have done with ſorrow too. 
Sin and ſorrow are twins, they were born to- 
gether, and will die together. Many afflictions. 
many trials, many difficulties and vexations at- 
tend the righteous in this life, but when they 
get to heaven, the days of their mourning are 


ended. God will wipe away all tears from their 


eyes, and there will be no more death, nor ſor- 


row, nor crying, nor any more pain, for the 
former things are paſſed away. Rev. xxi. 4. 
There will be better employment for hs 8 
ſaints in heaven than upon carth — Much of 
tab: time here, is neceflarily taken 0 about 
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© will be wholly ſpent in ſerving God, in behold- 
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5 he things ut this life, and in caring TRY the 


dying body; but there will be no need of this 


in heaven; no, for as the ſcripture informs us, 


at the bleſſed morning of the reſurt urrection, the the 
bodies of the ſaints will be raiſed incorruptible, 
| immortal; glorious and. ſpiritual; faſhioned like 


unto Chriſt's own glorious body. Then there will 
be no need of food or phylic, no need of ſpend- 


ing time about the body, but there our timr 


ing his glory and celebrating his praiſes. In 


this world, tlie godiy are frequently employed in 


his worſhip and ſervice, and their chief felieity 


cConſiſts in this: they know by bleſſed experience | 
iat it is good, for them to draw-near-to GO 


that a day in his courts is better than a thou- 
ſand; and that in keeping his commandmentz 


tere i is a preſent great reward. But in heaven, 


God's ſervants ſerve him in a much better man- 


ner: there they ſerve him without wearineſs, - 
-* without imperfection, without interruption, and 


that for ever. Iwill turn you to a paſſage which. . 
gives us a moſt delightful view. of the-toannebria _- FO 
which the inhabitants of heaven” are —.. 

Rev. vii. 9. to the end. And after this Lbebeld, _ 

« and lo a great multitude which no man couid 

1 . number, of all nations, and kindreds; and peo- 


1 ple, and tongues, ſtood before the throne, and 


xc * before the — white robes; 
phe) 1 0 . 0 . 


. 
«. and palms in their hands; and ctied with a 
_ « loud voice, ſaying, ſalvation unto our God 
« which: ſitteth upon the throne, and unto the 
« lamb. And all the angels ſtood round about 


the throne, and about the elders, and the four 


e beaſts, and fell before the throne on their 
« faces, and worſhipped God, faying, amen 
*« bleſſing; and glory, and wiſdom; and thankſ- 
giving, and honour, and power, and might, 
be unto our God for ever and ever.” Amen. 
« And one of the elders anſwered, ſaying unto 
«© me; what are theſe which are arrayed in white? 
And whenee came they? And I faid unto him, 
fir, thou knoweſt. And he ſaid to me, theſt 
«ar e they which came out of great tribulation, 
and have waſhed their robes; and have made 
them white in the blood of the Lamb. There 


fore are they before the throne of God; and 4 


e ſerve him day and night in his temple: and 
he that ſitteth on the throne ſhall dwell among 
them. They ſhall hunger no more, neither 
« thirſt any more, neither ſhall the ſun light 
on them, nor any heat. For the Lamb which 
«is in the midſt of the throne, ſhall feed them, 
and ſhall lead them unto living fountains of 
waters; and God ſhall wipe away all tears 
« from” their eyes. — This leads me to adde one 
r e eee, en 
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The ate in Chriſt will have better en- 
en in heaven than upon earth. Now in- 


| deed they ſee ſomething of the glory of God in 
the face of Jeſus Chriſt ; ſomething of the glory 

of all the three perſons in the godbead, the 
Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, as the God of 


their ſalvation, and as having a diſtinct part in 


that great concern; and at times are much de- 
, - lighted with what they ſee. Jehovah appears 
maoſt amiable and excellent, as the object of 
their faith; their hope and love; and there are 
happy ſeaſons: when they can rejoice in him as 
their God and portion. Vet in heaven we ſhall 


have a much better ſight of his glory; for now we 
fee through a glaſs darkly, but then face to face. 
Now we can only ſee his glory as repreſented to 
us in the glaſs of his word, and to behold him 


face to face muſt be vaſtly preferable. Then all 
diſtance between God and us ſhall be done away, 
and all the darkneſs of the mind removed: in 
God's light we ſhall ſee light, and the ſight of 
aim will be moſt delectable and raviſhing. Here 


the ſaints at times have ſome ſenſible. nearneſs to 
God, and ſome bleſſed communion with him; 


vet they often feel themſelves at a diſtance, and 


complain that they cannot ſee him or get near 


him: but in heaven there will be no room for 
ſuch complaints, becauſe we ſhall he with him 


to behold his glory and to enjoy the communi- 


R cations 


cations of his love. To bring this part of our 


ſubject to a cloſe, J ſhall refer you to Rev. xxi. 


7. He that overcometh ſhall inherit all things, 
and T will be to him a God, and he ſhall be to 
ol me a ſon. Fere is a large inheritance, all man- 


ner of good, and what can we have more? 


about that defire mentioned in the text; ©* ue 5 


—— 


for what is he watching and ſtriving? Why does 


I proceed now in the ſecond place, to ſpeak 


«q'defifeto depart and to be with Chriſt.· 
I conceive that there is ſuch a deſire in the 1 


of every true believer. Not that: all believers | 
have ſuch a vehement deſire as this bleſſed man 


of God had; no, but few have ſuch a lively faith 
in the great Redeemer, ſuch an ardent love to him, 
and ſuch an aſſurance of their perſonal intereſt 
in him as this good man poſſeſſed. Vet I think 
that every ſincere Chriſtian muſt have ſuch a de- 
ſire in his heart. He believes, that to be with 
Chriſt is far better than being here: he conſiders 
this as the ſummit of his happineſs; and I am 
perſuaded, it is the great and governing concern 
and end of his life, that he may glorify God and 
enjoy him for ever. For what is he praying, and 


he obſerve ſabbaths, attend upon divine ardi- 

nances, and is ſeriouſly endeavouring to follow 
Chriſt, but that he may at length come to be 
with him, and in his preſence haye everlaſting 
in This i is the great and ultimate end of every 


true 
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true Chriſtian's life: ſo that there is 1 nud ha · 
bitual defire, of being with Chriſt, in every one 
of this number: and what is our Chriſtianity, if 
it be nat ſo with us? But for further explaining 
this matter, I 1 eee . copay 
obſervations. -- 4 1655 9884585 
3ſt. This Ae foring Fane hut 
ſrom grace. As fallen creatures, our hearts are 
naturally carnal, earthly and ſenſual. We are prone 
to mind earthly, and to neglect ſpiritual and hea- 
venly things. Beſides we are ignorant of the 
worth, the glory and excellency of the Lord 
Jeſus, until by the word and ſpirit af God we 
are truly convinced of our ſinful and loſt con- 
dition, and are enlightened to ſee, in ſome mea- 
ſure, what a ſuitable and precious Saviour Chriſt 
is, If we have this deſire in us, we are in- 

the matter, God, who commanded the light 

to ſhine out of darkneſs, hath ſhined in our 
* hearts, to give us the light of the knowledge 
of the glory of God in the face of Jeſus 
„ Chriſt.” 2 Cor. iv. 6. Alas, what multitudes 
are there in this Goſpel- land, Who are ignorant 
ol Chriſt, and have no deſire after him! Others 
are ſo much taken up about the world, that they 
have neither time nor inclination to mind ſpi- 
ritual concerns. Others neglect Chriſt, becauſe, 
"es think they can do' in him; imagining 


212 that 
1 
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that their own WIRE TY and e will 
be ſufficient for their ſalvation, they make very 
little account ofthe Saviaur. But they who are 
ſavingly enlightened, who have heard and learned 
of the Father, and therefore have come to Je- 
ſus ; all of theſe have an high eſteem of him, 
and he is more to them than all the world. Chriſt 
is their hope, Chriſt is their refuge, Chriſt is 
their righteouſneſs and ſtrength, their ſalvation; 
us, as he is to them that believe, then it ig the 
great buſineſs of our lives to ſeek an acquaim- 
ance with him, to ſerve and honour him, and io 
get to that world, where we n IN. 
glory, and be far ever with him. 
Perſons of this deſcription are 3 ſouls in- 
Seat Chriſt is theirs, and they are his. And 
if it be aſked, how came they by this light, 
and by this diſpoſition? The anſwer muſt be, 
that it is altogether of grace, free and ſovereign | 
grace: therefore every one of them Mp * or 
me, Lord; why me? | . 


6 


"Why: was 1 made to qo by voice, lbs bh 
And enter while there's room, 
| When thouſands make a wiekctied choice, 


4 This ny 2 e — * with. Chiin, 
imports. that good people do not conſider them- 
are as at done in this world. They conſider 
. D ous 
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on things above. 
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and having no continuing city here, they are 


ſeeking one to come. It is true, that our Apoſtle 


in one place ſpeaks of being at home in the 
body, and abſent from the Lord. But in the 

ſume place he declares that it ĩs the object of the 
believer's hope and deſire, to be abſent from the 


body, and preſent with the Lord. So that he 
only conſidered the body as the tabernacle or 


tent, for the temporary habitation of the ſoul. in 


the preſent world. Not that this earth is the 


home or reſt of the Lord's people; no, but aas 


he ſays, when the earthly houſe of this ta- 
« bernacle is diſſolved, we have a building of 
« God, an houſe not made with hands eternal in 


e the heavens.” 2 Cor. v. 1. I wiſh we attended 
to this. more than we do; that we conſidered 


ourſelves not as at home here, but only as 
paſſing through to a better world. O let us try, 
my brethren, to come up out of this wilderneſs, 
in our hearts and affections, more and more, 


and to have our converſation more in heaven. 


We ſhall ſoon have done with all chings below, 
and therefore it is qur wiſdom as well as duty to 
ſit looſe to them, and have our Where e | 
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3. The Lord's people having ſuch, a deſire, as 


in the text, evidently imports their belief, that 


che ſoul will exift in a ſeparate ſtate from tne 
body, and that the ſouls of the godlyi when ſe- 


FF 190 4 h 
C perate rom their bodies, will immediately go to 
be with Chriſt in heaven. The ſtrait the Apoſtle 
was in, and the deſire he expreſſed, plainly evince 
that this was his faith. If he had believed, that 
the ſoul would die with the body, as ſome fay ; 
or that it falls aſleep at death, and will awake 
no more until the morning of the reſurrection, 
as ſome others aſſirm; he could have been at no 
difficulty in determining whether it was beſt ſor 
him to live or die: any man might have ſettled 
this in a moment. Had either of theſe been 
Paul's faith, he certainly would have wiſhed to 
live as long as poſſible, and not die at all, if 
that had been conſiſtent with the will of God. 
But his deſire, to depart and be with Chriſt, 
ſhows that his faith was widely different from 
either of theſe. - He was ſatisfied, that his ſoul 
was immortal, that it was quite gifting from hls" 
body, and would exiſt when that was diffolved ; 
yes, and fully perſuaded, that as ſoon as abſent . 
from the body, he ſhould be preſent with the 
Lord: therefore he would rather die than live, 
when he only conſulted his own happineſs, Theſe 
are important articles of faith, that the ſoul is 
immortal, that it will exiſt in a ſtate of ſeparation 
from the body, and that the ſouls of believers 
immediately go to glory. As they are founded 
upon God's word, hold them faſt and do not 


eng with them upon any account. Our deceaſed 
1 „ brother 


Jepart an be with Chriſt, yet not in equal 


* 


1 by | 
in believed: them, and found the 


comfort of them in his ſoul. © 


1. Though all God's PE: a defire'vs 


ſtrength and vigour. There is a conſiderable 


difference among them in this reſpect. Some 


are almoſt impatient of life, longing to be gone, ; 
und are not afraid of the king of terrors. Whilſt 


 bthers have a deſire to be with Chriſt,” but are 


oppreſſed irh the fear of death, or with the fear 
of coming ſhort of heaven, and this fear ſeems 


ut times to overcome their deſire, and almoſt to 
py ſtifle it. But becauſe this deſire is borne down 


with fear, ſhall they, and ſhall we, from thence 


conclude that they have no ſuch deſire? No, by 
no means; for in my apprehenſion ſuch a 
HAGeſire js effential to the new creature; and there- 
fore all real Chriſtians, all truly gracious perſons 
land of theſe omy am 1 ſpeaking) have ſuch an 

| habitual fixed deſire. This is the great point 


they are aiming at, that they may win Chrift, 
and be found in him, and may live with him 


for ever. With this deſire they ſet out in their 
Chriſtian courſe, and this deſire they carry with 


them through life, even to the end of their days. 


Mr. Howe upon this ſubject mentions this ob- 
Jection, that if perſons are not aſſured about 


their flates God ward, how can they be willing 


| to die and be abſent from the body ; or not be 


I | + afraid 


o „ * | _ 
afraid of the Leide preſence, whom ahora dy, 
for ought they know, find an angry vindictive 
Judge when they appear before him? In his 
anſwer, it is well obſerved by him, That it is 
«not dying fmply that is the object of this in- 


* clination, but «dying conjunctiy with being with 


0 Ibe Lord, in his bleſſed joyous preſence.“ 
= Do not therefore divide the object, and that 
: objection i is no objection. You are unwilling to 
die and be baniſhed the Divine preſence; but are 
you unwilling to die and enjoy it? Or upon ſup- 
| poſition, you ſhould enjoy his preſence; are you 
willing to die?“ It is this fear of being ſhut out 
of the Divine preſence, that is the principal cauſe 
of weak believers and doubting Chriſtians: un- 
1 willingneſs to die. We ſometimes hear them 
ſay, if I was ſure of an intereſt in Chriſt, I ſhould 
be glad to depart to be with him. Ho de- 
| firable is ir to get rid of theſe doubts and fears! 
We ſhould therefore give diligence to make our _ 
calling and election ſure. This e an | 
| auen of Dr. WN G4 oißits } 


o 

88 Oh! . 40 : | 
« Thoſe gloomy. doubts that riſe, a 
And ſee the Canaan that we love, . e gt 
With unbeclouded eyes. 
Could we but climb where Moſes ſtood, | 
And view the landſkip o err, 
Not Jordan's ſtream, or death's, (cold flood; ls 
Should fright us from the ſhore.” 
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pi al L. ſhall endeavour to make ſome i rſs I 
ment ſuitable to the ſolemn occaſion. at... 
+ The beloved Paſtor of this Church is Bere 1 
and he died well not only in the faith of Chriſt, | 

but in the triumphs of a divine faith. And you 
have been hearing a diſcourſe upon a text he 
choſe for: this ſolemn occaſion; which is ex- 
pPreſſive of the happineſs his heart was ſet upon, 
and I may ſay, of the higheſt happineſs an im- 
mortal ſoul is capable of. Now then let us al! 
ſeriouſly; endeavour to profit by his death, and 

- by the word of the LAS to apt grew he has di- 
rected our attention. | "3 
Since they are bleſſed n die i in dhe Lord, Sb 

80 be with Chriſt is ſo much better than be- 
ing here; may this ſtir us up to ſeek after an | 
intereſt in this Saviour, as the one thing needful, 
as the moſt important concern in the world. 


Some of you, I fear, have not yet attended to 


the great affair of your own ſalvation, You 


have been taken up about the world, to the neg- 


lect of religion; or you have been following the 
pleaſures of ſin, to the great detriment of the 
ſoul. But ſtop now and confider, "whether it 
is not better, to ſeek” after” an intereſt in Chriſt,  - 
and the ſalvation of your, ſouls, than. to proceed 


in the way you have choſen. 1 Oh!” that you may : ; 


be wiſe, that you may conſider your. latter end: 
that W our al ern you may 


is. 3 217 19 4? 1 WONG ſeck 


4 


ſeek the Lord whilſt he may be POE Ie 


upon him Whilſt he is nears;/\You-muſt;die as 
well as others, and may die ſoon; and if % 
ſhould depart without an intereſt in Chriſt, in- 
ſtead of going to be with him at death. you; will 


be baniſhed from. him for ever, and conſigned 
to the place of torment, to be companions of 


devils! and damned ſpirits for ever. Ohl this 
will be unſpeakably dreadſul. Think of it, fly 


from the wrath Fe come, and cry! $0:Jeſus.aw, fave 


vou wet Hr 3.758 991t £600 07. bavtd bai «ns 


Again. This | pron. and this ſubjedt 


call upon the Lord's people, to cheriſh this de- 

ſire of being with Chriſt. We ſhould. have it 
much in our thoughts, and by ſerious, frequent, 
and cloſe meditation, try to, have our hearts 
ſuitably affected with the important ſubject, that 


our affections may be more looſened from the 
things. of time and ſenſe, and be more placed 
upon things aboye. < If ye then be riſen. with | 
a 4 Chriſt; ſeek thoſe things which are above, 
« where. ane ſitteth Ly the right band of 
5G: 24 166: ae 1 AHERN 

Before I en it vin 3 expected that 1 


mould ſay ſomething more particularly, concern | 
ing that dear man of God, whoſe, death has 


occaſioned this diſcourſe. He deſired chat much 
might not be ſaid about him: yet as it was not 
an ane nne 1 eonſider myſelf as at 


His b . „ 5 lit Irty, 
| - 
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____  liberty;/to-mention forme: things which I know 
to be nene 1 nn 106 de 1 
; . Warane 7 1602 2177 1 0 
At ſetting out upon this, I'would aden thu 
15 aim, in what I ſhall deliver is, that it may 
be to the praiſe of the glory of God's grace: 
and this I am ſure is perfectly agreeable to the 
ſentiments of our departed friend. He was 
ready to acknowledge, and frequently did ac- 
knowledge, both in public and private, that he 
vas indebted to God's free grace and mercy for 
all che good he received, and all the good he was 
enabled tb do. He could readily join with this 
bleſſed apoſtle, eue pa e by the grace of God 
Jam what I am.“ 1 live, ad not da - 


5 er Chriſt liveth in me.“ 


This dear man was bleſſed with aa el 
parts, and theſe were much improved, by edu- 


cation, reading, obſervation and experience. 1 
© apprehend he was called by divine grace in the 


Very early part of his life; am inclined to think 
ſo, from what he ſaid the laſt interview I had 


with him. When I obſerved, that he now found 


the Goſpel a bleſſed ſupport to him ; * Ves,“ 
ſaid he, and I have found it à bleſſed ſupport 
_ * theſe ſeventy years. When I was convinced 

* what a ſinful wicked and helpleſs creature 1 
«© was; and Jeſus Chriſt was made known to 
. are as my ay Ron and willing to. fave 
n : « ſuch 
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= ſuch a-finner; I found comfort in 1 
| % have found. comfort in him ever ſince, al- 
i, though many. times 1 have ene n 5 
adh 3 | 
God had favoured him 2 7 A 7 0 unction of , 
his. Holy Spirit, both. in his gifts and graces. 
As a man of gifts, he was very conſiderable. 
By the divine bleſſing upon his ſtudies he had 
| treaſured up a large ſtock of uſeful knowledge: 
ſo far was he, from being a ſlothful ſervant, 
that he was a diligent ſtudent all his days. ae 
He took ſpecial delight in, reading and ſeareh. 
ing the holy Scriptures; reading them in the 
original languages, with cloſe attention, and with 
a nice and critical eye. In conſequence; of 
_ which, he frequently made pertinent and uſeful 
remarks, which eſcaped the notice of leſs atten= 
tive. obſervers. It may be in truth affirmed, that 
few men were better acquainted with the Bible 
4; than he was, for. which he had a profound vene 
ration, as the word of God. He was a man 'of 
prayer: poſſeſſing. both the gift and grace of 
prayer in an eminent degree. There was a great 
vaxiety and pertinence in his Prayers, and a 
truly devotional ſpirit diſcovered, in reyerence 
of God, in humility, in faith in the Lord Jeſus 
Chriſt, in thankfulneſs, and in pleading for ſuch. 
things as were:; agreeable to the will of God. 


He was a Chriſtian of no common artainments, 
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as was | manifeſt by the holineſs and exemplari- 
neſs of his life. It is not to be thought chat 
he was without imperfection, for the beſt of men 
have their faults. His principal failing was, that 
there was ſomething unpleaſant and irritable in 
his natural temper, He was very ſenſible of 
it himſelf: I have more than once heard him 
lament it in ftrong terms, and doubt not, but he 
mourned for it before his God. And although 
grace in him did check and in a meaſure correct 
it, yet it would ſometimes diſcover itſelf. This 
I ſay was his principal failing,” and notwith- 
ſtand this, few men in my opinion, had leſs im- 
1 and more grace than gñe . 
Fis converſation with his g ei ſerious; 
pleaſint and uſeful. He had an happy facility. 


in introdueing religious converſation, and was 


ſeldom or never in company without dropping 
ſomething that might be profitable to the ſoul. 
J have ſpent many pleaſant hours with him, and 
have ſcarce ever been in his company, to have 
free enen 0 have: been mpeg and 
edified. 1491 en TY OL eng 
Wen under cbe alicting hand of God, he diſ- 
covered great patience and ſubmiſſion to his 
win. At the time that he met with that heavy 
trial, of breaking his thigh with a fall; I went to 
ſee him as ſoon'as I could, and upon entering his 
chamber, I weltremember the firſt words heſpake, 
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- woreg! . Brother Barber, the goodneſs of O 
e has laid me upon this bed: which he uttered 
with ſuch an air of chearfulneſs as rather ſur- 
priſed me: and then proceeded to ſpeak of the 
uſe mne ee een ert d 
God. rh ot 98 MS nn 
- Hit W We edn vba 
evangelical, experimental, and practical. He 
dwelt much on the perſon of Chriſt, as Imma- 
nuel, God with us, truly God and truly man : on 
his work and offices as Mediator, and on his 
great ſalvation; trying to win ſouls to him, and 
to build up ſaints in him. He loved to preach 
the doctrine of grace, that ſal vation is all of grace 
rhrough faith; as the only doctrine which is fuited 
to relieve ſinners in their miſery; and to draw 


their ſouls to God. Vet he did not meglect to 


urge the neceſſity of holineſs, and of the practice 
of good works: no, he conſidered! ſanctiſication 
as à part of the goſpel. ſal vation, and conſtantly 
affirmed, that they who profeſs to believe in 
Chriſt muſt be careful to maintain good works, 
and to live a life of holy obedience to his will? 
otherwiſe their nn is dead r e th 
ing themſelves, H 3! e ,maw * 
Ale did not. at ED or to his 
people, which coſt him nothing; for his ſermons 
were well ſtudied, filled with weighty matter, 


and well connected. He had the happy faculty 
I 3 * e | E 9g - | of 
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_ b#fajing; multum in parvo, much in a few words, 
and d of uniting conciſeneſs with perſpicuityj e: 
- His language was neat, yet plain and intelligi- 
ble by common people; and though there was 
ſomething of a roughneſs in his voice, yet he 
managed it ſo well, and ſpake ſo diſtinctly, that 
he was heard very well _ OREN the at- 
tention of his hear ere. 
The account of this . miniſter of Chriſt 
which I have already given, aroſe from my on 
perſonal knowledge of him; but I will now add 
a'few' particulars communicated: to me by 
vorthy relative of the deceaſed. '-) 7 0 
His hope was ſolid, rational, heir [ Ae 
be faid, ** Chriſt is my all; I have given him my 
* all, and he has given me his all.. The Lord's 
day previous to his death he ſaid, *I was think 
ing on thoſe words, Whoſe names are written 
* in the Lamb's book of life.“ But how ſhall a 
e man know that his name is written in that 
%% book? Thoſe words darted into my mind, 
as an anſwer from ſcripture, *I will write my 
te new name upon him.” Now where Chriſt- 
© has written his new name upon any man's 
* heart, don't you think he has good ground to 
** conclude, his name is written in the Lamb's 
„ book of life? And what is it to have Chriſt's 
< new name written on the heart? To 0' love, to 
. ; nes; to 
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te rely wholly, and ſolely. onchim for ſalvation, 
« andi to be willing to-give:up-all;-every:thing; 
ge. for his fake... Tbere was not in any part of | 
his converſation; what are called rapturous ex- 


preſſions: His light was clear, bright and ſteady, 


wiſhing and longing to be diſſolved and to be 
with Chriſt. He ſaid, a man who knows he 


% muſt in a few days be put in poſſeſſion of an 


© jnheritance, which he: cannot be diſpoſſeſſed 
of; don't you Think he would be ann 
© Nut Tam wo im patient... 91 
Such was the beloved ee this church. 
But now he has taken his flight and is gone to 
be with Jeſus, where he reſts from his labours, 
and his works will follow him. ; Mark the K* 
«« perfect man, and behold the upright; for the 
end of that man is peace.” | Never did-any | 
man meet death with more ſerenity and ſatis- 
faction than this good man did, and thus he has 
left a dying teſtimony to the excellency of re- 
ligion, and to the love and 2 of his 
Redeemer. | 
Here is a pattern worthy'| of imitation. Well 
then, let us all try in the ſtrength of grace to fol- 


low him, as he n a that our end 


may be like his. 
His relations have loſt a moſt valuable rela- 

tive, but you have reaſon to be very thankful _ 
that you were related to ſuch a perſon, that he 


- Cm - pa — 
e POR, | . 


for near forty years. 
or his manner of life. Adhere td the prinoiples 
he inſtructed you in, and in the choice of an- 
bther paſtor; endeavour to ger one of the ſame 
principles and of the ſame holy diſpoſition; Be 
much in prayer, that the Lord may direct you. 
i Keep cloſe together, and cultivate Chriſt ian love 
one to another; and I truſt that He, who has ſhown, 


ö © hol 88 I ' 
It. 3661, olle & dont 07 boislat 1% 420% 46 


L. 30 | 
1 e 90 ww goss all kinthple, und cha- you 
have ſo much conſolation! as td his death! His 


Church bas loſt a moſt valuable paſtor; but you 
have much reaſon; to praiſe God, that he gave 


you ſuch a/ paſtor; and continued him with you 
Do not forget his doctrine, 


much favour to this church in times paſt, will 


de gracious to you ſtill, and bleſs: you with a 
paſtor after his own heart. eee, of ge 
. A grant-it, for wand 8 ſake. Hinen. 
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OY Brethren, and Fathers, PAP 


TEE requeſt of that venerableſeryantof Chriſt, 
| | wow dear remains we have now committed to 
the tomb, hath placed me at this moment in a 
ſituation, which excites the mixt emotions of. 
pleaſure and of pain in my mind. I doubt not 
but you, who were intimately converſant with 
him, participate in ſimilar feelings. - Te max 
of you, it is well known, that addreſſes at the 
grave did not altogether meet the ideas of our 
deceaſed friend. If, however, he viewed them, 
as in general; inexpedient, he did not | conſider 
them as unlawful, and although he declined them 
a8 to his on practice, he had no objection ta 
attend when his brethren officiated. I perſuadt 
myſelf, you will think with me, that if an 
addreſs of this nature, be a fit mode of expreſ- 
- fing reſpect to the deceaſed as well as of conveyn 
ing inſtruction to the living, there are few oc 
caſionts, on which it can ere, 1 more 
_ ptoprivey: than the preſent. = 
If at all accuſtomed to Givi dh is ĩt 
. ſor us to enter theſe fields, withaut deen F 
DN GUT: 8 | | | ſolem- 12 05 
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ſolemnity? On every hand, the trophies of the 
mighty conqueror preſent themſelves to our 
view. Every ſtep we take, we traad an the aſhes Þ. 

of the dead. Look around and ſee the ravages 
of the king of terrors. What is the age, the 
character, the external condition, that can claim 

an exemption from the fatal ſtroke? Here we 
. ſee infancy and childhood, blooming youth and 
manly vigour as well as decrepit age, brought 
don to the grave the houſe appointed for all 
living. Men of buſineſs and of leiſure, men of 
_ taſte;-erudition- and poliſhed manners, and un- 
cultivated ruſties, meet together in the tomb. 
Neither the phyſician's ſkill,: the valour of the 
hero, nor the pomp and power of the ſovereigns 
- -of the human race can poſtpone, much leſs pre- 
vent, the approach af death. | The; obſtinate, * 
fiel and the humble believer in Jeſus, are 
alike ſubject nchilgdeſtiaſiins weapons of this 


_ "univerſal; leveller.- Duſt: me. rene, and unto 


| aut we ſball rerurn ROIHIA Did eig nad bas); 
Nor van e os for-the 
reign of death. By otic man, ſim entered into 
che world, and death by ſin, and ſo death hath 


Had primæval innocence been retained, the 
agonies of diſſolving nature had never been felt; 
but when man preſumed to erect the ſtandard of 
| rebellion againſt his Maker, he TO OY 
ele | . 


paſſed upon all men, for that all have ſinned. 


8 9 | 
ſubject __ e n n en is 
death.. Ne | 

in i my wa od | 
with the infidel; to conſider death as the termi+ 
nation of human exiſtence, how different would | 
our feelings be, from thoſe of which we are cbn- 
ſcious, when we ſtand on the borders of the 
tomb? What renders the diffolution of our frame 
an event of ſo much moment? Is it the mere ex- 
tinction of the preſent life? Is it not rather the 
conſequences of death, the immediate appear- 
ance of the ſoul before God, and its eternal re- 
poſe in the regions of felicity, or its anguiſu in 
the place of everlaſting torment : 
My brethren and fathers in the minifirys what 

have we ſometimes felt at the grave of impiety? 
When gay, licentious youth; have been humbled 
in the duſt, how have we trembled on recol- 
lecting thoſe words, Rejoĩcr, O young man 
in thy youth, and let thine heart cheer thee in 


the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways f 


thine heart, and in the fight of thine eyes, but 
know thou that for all theſe things, God will 
bring thee into judgment. When the infidel is 
conveyed to the manſions of the dead, we think 
with horror, of that. juſt but awful ſentence, 


when we have followed to the tomb, the Pro- 
ag n 93 7 
the 


N 


t 


5 . world; hath excited doubts, to ſay the leaſt, 

5 in minds diſpoſed to think the moſt favourably 
as to his ſpiritual ſtate and future condition, 
hack not the emotions we have enen _ 
extremely painful? 115 

But, my dear Gains; how different are our 
feelings, on the preſent ſolemn occaſion? We 
ſorrow for ourſelves, for the family of the de- 


cCeeaſed, and for the church of God; we lament 


the departure of ſuch men as our reverend father 
out of the world, which can but ill ſpare them, 
- we are ready to ſay, “ Help, Lord, for the godly ; 
man ceaſeth, for the faithful fail from among 
the children of men. But, though alive to 
ſorrow, on our own, we are conſcious of no fear, 
on hig account. Who of us that knew him, 
will heſitate to ſay, we here commit his body to 
rection to eternal life, through our Lord Jeſus 
_ Chriſt, who ſhall change our vile body, that it 
may be like unto his glorious body, according 
to the working of his mighty power, whereby 
he is able even to ſubdue all things to himſelf? 
In what manner, this eminent ſervant of Chriſt 
| lived, and died, my reverend father, preſent, 


will, by divine permiſſion, inform the public, 
next Lord's day morning. I cannot, however, 
-.- ſuffer this opportunity to eſcape, without in- 
dulging che feelings of friendſhip for the me- 


-mory 2 
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mory of the deceaſed, and aiming at the Glory 
of God and your edification by the mention f 
a few particulars. To the glorious head. of the 
Church; all praiſe is due for the einde endow- a 
es beſtowed upon l | 
Our departed friend. was favoured by the God 
of nature, with vigorous powers of mind. His 
| was clear, his memory remarkably 
faithful, and from his ardent thirſt after know- 
ledge, his application great. Enj oying the un- 
ſpeakable felicity of being a partaker of the 
grace of God, at a very early period of life, and 
ſolicitous to be inſtrumental in winning ſouls to 
Jeſus, he devoted the uſual time to preparatory 

ſtudies, with a view to the Chriſtian miniſtry. 


No man underſtood better than he, or more 


firmly maintained, the ſupreme importance of 
perſonal holineſs, as a qualification for the ſacred 
office. In his eyes, literature in a profeſſed 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, had no charms, if it 

were not ſanctified by love to the adorable Jeſus. | 
But he always diſcovered a ſtrong ſenſe of ite 
value and importance, in a ſubordinate point of 
view. He conſidered the work of the miniſtry, | 
as of ſufficient moment, to call forth all the, 

_ energies of the mind when cultivated to the 
higheſt degree, as well as the warmeſt e 


of the heart. | e . 
. F Ali 4 2 | f 


is) 


Per Mini and have entered on the fer. 

Mace of the fanctuary, with ſuperiör furniture 
for the proper diſcharge of it. Not was he evet 
contented with. preſent attainments, hut by read. 
ing, meditation and prayer; added largely to his 
fpiritual treaſures, fo thar'his 3 euro ippentcd 


umts all men. «i: 

| What was our deceaſed friend as a Chriſtian? 
Not free from imperfeRions ; theſe he faw and 
laimented, Nb hoy were I a mature; per- 


jor — of an N fate. "Bit as 8 
fpiritual excellencies, where do we meet With | 
with them in an equal degree? He evidently 
| poſſeſſed deep ſelf-acquaintance, which produced 
- unfeigned humility. In nothing - did he ſhine 
more conſpicuoufly, than in ſimplicity and godly 
fincerity.. His ſpeech was at all times, the index 
of his mind. He was indiſpoſed, alike, either 
to give, or to receive flattery. - His friends found 
him a faithful, and yet a tender reprover of their 
_ failings. Who of us, that had the privilege of i 
1 his acquaintance, can forget the chearful gravity - 
Pk his deportment, and the habitual ſpirituality 
olf his mind? With what bleaſure; have we lif- 
tened to his inſtructive, affectionate and heavenly 
converſation? How careful was he to improve 
* 3 every 


(35 ) 
every incident in Providdics, to the glory of 
God and the good of men! Many of you knew 
kim well, and who among yo did not revere 
him fo the grace of God that was in bim? Ele 
had an unckion from the ee. 
To the Knowledge of his own heart, was add 


an intimate acquaintance with the word of God: 
which was the baſis of his eminence as a Chriſ- 
tian miniſter. He read the Scriptures. in their 
original language with diligence, and caſe, and 
abounded in pertinent eriticifms upon them. 
Few men have been more corre and laborious 
in their preparations for the pülpit, for it was 


9 maxim with him, not to ſerve God with that 


which coſt him nothing. As a preacher, with- 
out attaining that high degree of popularity 

4 Which ſoine have acquired with the injudicious : 
„ rhibleiritde, by an affected ſingularity of manner, 
by vociferation,” by allegorizing away the plain 
ſenſe of Scripture, he was peculiarly ende 
to the intelligent and ſpiritually- minded. No 
f puerile conceĩts, no empty Uights of fancy ſul- 

lied the productions of his pen. The moſt im- 
portant portions of the Divine word, illuſtrated 
by ſound reaſon, enlightened by grace, formed 
the fubjects of his public difcourſes, which he 
| handled, hot in A dry and unprofitable, But in 
i livery was — and @ impreſſive ** 


was 


4 38 # 
was impoſſi ble not to believe, that he deeply 
felt the importance of his work, and that he 
longed to ſee Chriſt formed in his hearers, the 
hope of glory. | Allow me to lay, that his preach» 
ing was not more excellent than his prayers. 
Unfeeling indeed, was that mind, which was 
not ſtruck with the ſacred awe of the Divine 
Majeſty, which this excellent ſeryant of Chriſt 
diſcovered in all his en at the throne a 
grace. . Me 
Bleſſed be God, 72 eminent a . was a per- | 
mitted to burn ſo long. ' Our. deceaſed friend. 
5 was conſiderably advanced in his ſeventy-ninth 1 
year. And how pleaſing is it to reflect, that his 
labours were e and ecifying even to the 
laſt. . 

At length the time det. that he muſt | 
dic... And what can we ſay more of ſuch an 
eminent ſaint, than, that as he lived, ſo he died? 
Mark the perſect man, and behold: the up- 
* right, for the end of that man is peace. An 

affliction, occaſioned by a fall a few years before 
his deceaſe, ſeems to have been the means ap- 
pointed by his heavenly Father, to finiſh, if 1 
may ſo ſpeak, his religious character, to poliſh 
this ineſtimable jewel. In his laſt illneſs, he 
ſoon became apprehenſive, that the Lord was 
about to call him home. During this period, 
ON although he did not * choſe tranſports of 
joy, 


„ | 
35 which ſome have done, when about to enter 
on their bliſs, yet his faith was unſhaken, his 
hope was firm, and he was almoſt impatient to 
be gone. However, he checked himſelf, and 
ſaid, the Lord's time, is the beſt time. He 
mourned that he had done ſo little for God, and 
longed to be free from the body of ſin and death. 
To us who knew the peculiar ſanctity of his life, 


what could be more impreſſive and affecting, than 


the godly jealouſy, which to the laſt, he main- 
tained over his own. heart? How much more 
pleaſing was this, than the boaſting pretenſions 
of ſome to extraordinary ſpiritual enjoyments, 
who yet exhibit but feeble evidence that they 
are under the ſanctifying influence of divine 
grace! This man of God was admired by all but 
himſelf. Such an edifying ſpectacle did he pre- 
ſent at the cloſe of life. After a ſhort illneſs, 
his Im tabernacle was taken down, and the i im- 
mortal ſpirit took its __ to the . of its 
Cod. PE: 4466 | 
And now, what 3 wiſh, my dear hearers, 
for you and for myſelf, more important, than 
that we, through grace, may walk in his ſteps, 
and quit the ſtage of life, in the ſame peaceful 
and exemplary manner? To you, who were nearly 
related to the deceaſed, what language can I uſe, 
but that of congratulation? We rejoice with you, 
in the honour you had, in being connected with 
"i ſo 


| (49) 
ſd faithful a ſervant of the Lord Jeſus; in the 
advantages you derived from his converſation and 
example, and in the confolations you experience, 
under the event of his removal. Lou need not 
an angel from heaven to aſſure you, that he hath 
received admiſſion into the realms of glory. A 
long life of faith, and love, and chearful obe- 
dience leaves us no room to doubt that he hath 
entered into the joy of his Lord. Where I 
« am,” fays Jeſus, there mall alſo my ſervant 
* be.” Suffer the word of 'exhortation, **-that 


es ye be not ſlothful, but foſlowers of them, who, 


* through faith _ TORY do now inherit * 
. Y/ promiſes,” e 19 16014289 P24 
To you, my friends)! td ene to as 
church and congregation of theideceaſed, permit 
me to addreſs a few words. It muſt yield you, 
I am convinced, no ſmall pleaſure, to reflect on 
your ſteady attachment to your faithful and af. 
ſectionate miniſter, and your endeavours to render 
him comfortable and happy, as long as it pleaſed 
God to continue him among you. Remember 
the words that he ſpake unto you, both in public 
and private. Let it appear that the ſeed he has 
been ſcattering among you for ſo many years, is 
bringing forth fruit an hundred fold. Like him, 
be jcalouſly attached to the glorious. and diſtin- 
guiſhing truths of the goſpel, as the grand means 
on promoting holineſs: of. nau end life! And 
91 — 
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let the image of his rruly primitive piety, be, 
conſtantly before your eyes. * =) 

My reverend fathers and brethren in the any” 
niſtry, doth not this providence ſpeak loudly to 
us? With ſome of you, the day is far ſpent, the 


night is at hand; you expect, e er long, to go 


to your fathers. And is not the youngeſt 


amongſt us alſoʒ a borderer on the tomb? Let 


us mend our pace heavenward; Let us aim to 
imbibe more of the ſpirit of our Divine Maſter, 
and to enter with greater zeal into his cauſe; 


Let all our labours be to bring ſouls to Chriſt, 
and to be ready to meet the heavenly. ee, | 


when he comes. 3 
Such ſcenes as theſe are full.of instruction to 
all who are here aſſembled. Soon, my friends, 


the purple ſtream that flows in your veins, will 


ceaſe to move, you ſhall quit the ſcenes with - 
which you are familiarly acquainted for the un- 


known realities of an eternal ſtate; like Lazarus, 
you ſhall repoſe yourſelves in the boſom of the 


Father of the faithful, or like the wicked rich 


man in hell, you ſhall lift up your eyes, being in 
torments. May God * ſo teach you to number 
your days, that you may apply your hearts unto 


e wiſdom.” Conſider, I beſeech you, that no- 


thing can prepare you for death, but faith in him 


who hath conquered death and all the powers of 


darkneſs. Look to him, and you ſhall live. 
| —_ . To 


wc 


in his righteouſneſs, and grace, 
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